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Your emotional wellbeing

during pregnancy and beyond




Time to focus on you for a moment

Being pregnant, welcoming your baby and becoming a parent are life-changing
events. Having a baby can be an exciting and emotional time. This change in your
life and the lives of your whanau can make you feel overwhelmed and may, in

some cases, affect your mental health.

An important way to prepare for this is to focus what you need to keep yourself
well. There are four areas you can focus on - physical health, spiritual health,

family health and mental health.

Physical health - eat healthy food, drink water, exercise at least a little every

day and aim for periods of good quality sleep. Don’t take on too much and, if you

are working, aim to stop at least one month before your baby is due.

Spiritual health - take time each day to sit quietly and be in the moment.

Pray, meditate or practice mindfulness. Sit or walk outside alone and take time

to reflect.

Whanau health — when you become a mum, the relationships with your

loved ones can change. Build your support network; think about your
relationships and whether they are strong and supportive? Know who your

support people are and let them know.

Mental health - be kind to yourself, accept that your moods change and you

have good days and bad days. Don’t expect too much of yourself, no one is
perfect. Celebrate every little success. If you are feeling down, let people know

and talk about how you are feeling.
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Normal feelings

It's normal to have a wide range of emotions during your pregnancy, including

feeling unsure, anxious or worried.

Not everyone falls in love with their new baby straight away. Some women feel
delighted while others feel overwhelmed; both emotions are normal. Having a
new baby can be tough and you can quickly become sleep-deprived, so it’s pretty

normal to feel emotional.

Not coping and feeling overwhelmed all the time after a

couple of weeks may be a bigger problem than you think.

It’s time to get extra help.

If you are not ok

About one in ten women have depression or anxiety at some stage in their
pregnancy or after baby is born.

In Maori and Pasifika cultures, it is as many as three in ten women.

About one in ten partners are also affected, so check in with them regularly.



Things to look out for

Even small tasks

Feeling low seem overwhelming

Thinking the same Feeling, worthless,
things over and over guilty or ashamed

Overeating or not Unable to sleep or
hungry at all sleeping all the time

et enieyiE Ve Feeling like you are

usual activities i et g il

your baby

These are signs that you are not doing as well as you hoped and it’s time to start

talking to your support people and your health professionals about getting help.
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Trauma after birth

For some women, negative feelings about their birth experience can become
intrusive and disturbing. It is normal to remember and reflect on giving birth but
it is not usual for these thoughts to continually interrupt your daily life.
Repetitive disturbing and intrusive thoughts may be a sign of Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) and this needs to be treated in order for you to start to

recover.

How to get help

If you are not ok, or if you are worried about your partner, or if your friends and

whanau are worried about you - ASK FOR HELP.

Please talk to your midwife, GP or Well Child (Plunket) nurse. They can help you

find the care that you need to help you feel better and to help keep you well.

We have women’s health social workers who can talk to you about how you are
feeling and connect you with ongoing support, if needed. We also have cultural

support workers, if you need to talk to someone who understands your culture.

We have a specialist maternal mental health team that can support you if you

become increasingly unwell.

If you are having thoughts of harming yourself or your baby, get help
immediately. You can call your midwife or the mental health crisis team and they

will help you straight away.

Family violence has a huge effect on your emotional and mental health. There is
a lot of help available. Please speak with your midwife or LMC or see the

resources page of this pamphlet if this is part of your life.
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Resources

https://www.heartsandminds.org.nz/

https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/public/mental-health-specialty/waitemata-dhb-
maternal-mental-health-service/

https://depression.org.nz/

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/health-a-z/d/depression-perinatal/

https://pada.nz/

https://www.mothershelpers.co.nz

http://www.areyouok.org.nz/ or 0800 456 450

http://parentaidwaitakere.co.nz/

https://www.parentaidnorthwest.org.nz/

https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/get-help/in-crisis/

https://www.plunket.org.nz/plunket/what-we-offer/plunket-in-your-
community/parent-groups/

Free call or text 1737 anytime for support from a trained counsellor
Lifeline, 0800 543 354 or (09) 522 2999 or Free Text 4357 (HELP)

0800 ANXIETY (0800 2694 389) National Anxiety Support Line provides free
support 24 hours-a-day.

Waitakere Mental Health Crisis team, (09) 822 8501

North Shore Mental Health Crisis team, (09) 487 1414, after hours (09) 486 8900
ask for North crisis team


https://www.heartsandminds.org.nz/
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/public/mental-health-specialty/waitemata-dhb-maternal-mental-health-service/
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/public/mental-health-specialty/waitemata-dhb-maternal-mental-health-service/
https://depression.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/health-a-z/d/depression-perinatal/
https://pada.nz/
https://www.mothershelpers.co.nz/
http://www.areyouok.org.nz/
http://parentaidwaitakere.co.nz/
https://ddec1-0-en-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.parentaidnorthwest.org.nz&umid=ffcd9ab2-cecf-465b-bc63-42d5101ec787&auth=a3bd55c094d03421cab4e906146bf630b01a7779-a5f2af703ca6e1152146f0cf137e6650826841ce
https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/get-help/in-crisis/
https://www.plunket.org.nz/plunket/what-we-offer/plunket-in-your-community/parent-groups/
https://www.plunket.org.nz/plunket/what-we-offer/plunket-in-your-community/parent-groups/




V) Waitemata
/ District Health Board

Best Care for Everyone

Classification number: 010-02-01-057 (Review date: 2025)



	Being pregnant, welcoming your baby and becoming a parent are life-changing events. Having a baby can be an exciting and emotional time. This change in your life and the lives of your whānau can make you feel overwhelmed and may, in some cases, affect...


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



