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Overview  

Purpose  
To ensure that women presenting with vaginal bleeding and/or pain in early pregnancy receive the best 
available evidence-based care and treatment. 
 
Scope 
Nursing, Medical and Clerical staff caring for women presenting with vaginal bleeding and/or pain in early 
pregnancy 
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Flowchart  

 

INITIAL ASSESSMENT 
Patient History 

Physical Assessment 
Bloods – FBC, beta hCG, Blood Group 

 

 

Beta hCG  

Beta hCG  
>2000 IU/L 

 

Beta hCG  
<2000 IU/L 

 

Refer to WDHB  
POLICY on Pregnancy of 

Unknown Location  

Rhesus Negative 
Give Anti-D 

Trans vaginal (TV) 
Ultrasound (USS) 

 

No intra-uterine 
pregnancy  

+ Adnexal mass 
+/- Free Fluid 

 

No intra-uterine or 
extra-uterine 

pregnancy 

 

Refer to WDHB  
POLICY on Ectopic 

Pregnancy  

Discuss with  
on-call Consultant 

Consider 
Laparoscopy 

 
Ultrasound = 

Gestational sac AND 
yolk sac present 

 

No 
 

 

Yes 
 

Fetal  
pole seen 

 

NO fetal  
pole seen 

 

 

MSD ≥ 25mm 
 

 

MSD < 25mm 
 

Fetal heart beat 
seen 

 

Fetal heart beat 
NOT seen 

 

CRL  
≤ 7.0mm 

 

CRL  
> 7.0mm 

 

Re-scan in  
10-14 days 

 
 

Fetal heart beat 
seen. Diagnosis = 

Threatened 
Miscarriage 

 

 

NO growth 
OR  

CRL ≥ 7.0mm 
with no fetal 

heart beat seen 

Re-scan in  
10-14 days 

 

NO growth OR 
MSD ≥ 25mm 

 

 
 

Growth on  
scan BUT  

MSD remains  
< 25mm 

 

Refer to WDHB  
Early Pregnancy 

Clinic 

NON VIABLE 
PREGNANCY 

 

Discharge to  
GP/LMC 
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